From November, 1884, until Here I watched them with increasing interest, as they constructed their first permanent dwellings in this part of the country.
From November, 1884, until Near the house we have just described the Navajos built another sometime during the spring of 1888, and it showed in its every detail a marked advance in house building. It had but one room, to be sure, but it would accommodate a-family comfortably, living as these people are accustomed to do indoors. All its sides were vertical and built regularly of heavy pieces of tine timber, the interstices among them being carefully sealed with a generous supply of mud plaster. The roof had a moderate pitch to it, ami was built of boards nailed on to cross rafters, the whole being heavily covered over with mud. (PI. xliii.) Small strips of board were used in other parts, as over the door and elsewhere, while some heavy pieces of timber supported the structure on the outside as struts. Then the door itself was a real door on hinges which they had obtained somewhere and hung with no little ingenuity. They had also secured an old condemned stove with its joints of pipe from the fort, and had set it up quite comfortable inside.
The floor was of earth, but level, hard, and dry, ami here and there about the interior were evidences of a growing notion of comfort. NAVAJO HOUSE-BUILDING SHUFELDT.
Often groups of these Indians have watched the erection of a large two-storied house built with these bricks, and yet I have never heard any of them say that it was their intention to use the same kind of materials in building" their own houses. There are two things which probably deter them from doing this, and from following the example of the white man, one of which is the dread of criticism, and the other a fear, perhaps, of exciting his jealousy and being prohibited the use of
